
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1204
 
Main Petitioner: Jessie Colson on behalf of Richard Colson Severe Aplastic 
Anaemia Fund 
  
Subject: Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to 
recognize and promote the life saving impacts that bone marrow testing and 
donation can have on people with life threatening illness and provide 
adequate funding to the Scottish National Blood Transfusion Service to 
support bone marrow services and encourage more donors.   
 
Background 

Bone marrow transplant is a treatment used for a variety of diseases including 
blood cell production disorders such as aplastic anaemia.  The success rate of 
bone marrow transplants is between 40-70% and the success of the 
transplantation depends on finding a compatible donor. Approximately 30% of 
patients will find a match amongst their family but, for the remaining 70%, a 
compatible donor needs to be found through a bone marrow register. 

Cord blood stem cells are an alternative to bone marrow and have the 
advantage of being an “off the shelf” product, crucial for cases where urgent 
treatment is required. Advances in medicine mean that the use of cord blood 
is now feasible in adults and for this reason cord blood banks are being set up 
around the world. 

UK Bone Marrow Registers 

The British Bone Marrow Registry (BBMR) is run by the National Blood 
Service in England and registers donors from Scotland, England and Northern 
Ireland. The Scottish National Blood Transfusion Service (SNBTS) provides 
tissue typing in support of the BBMR which currently has 300,000 donors 
registered. 

Although the petition refers specifically to the Scottish National Blood 
Transfusion Service, registries are also run by the Anthony Nolan Trust and 
the Welsh Bone Marrow Registry. Although separate, UK patient searches are 
automatically referred to each of the 3 registries. 

The Anthony Nolan Trust operates the largest of the registries in the UK and 
is a charity with more than 390,000 potential donors. It also works with 
international registries and can search over 50 registers with 12 million donors 
worldwide. In 2006, the trust laboratories typed approximately 20,000 new 
prospective donors. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1204.htm


 

What is the need for donors? 

The Anthony Nolan Trust receives 1,300 requests annually for bone marrow 
transplants but only 600 people go on to receive one (although this is partly 
due to other treatment options being pursued). Over 90% of Caucasian 
patients are able to find a match on the bone marrow register but this falls to 
20-30% for people from Black and Minority Ethnic Groups1. The trust outlines 
some key types of donors it wishes to attract: 

• Younger donors – transplants from younger donors increases the 
success rate 

• Male donors – greater quantities of marrow can be retrieved from men 
• Donors from black and minority ethnic groups – the majority of 

people from a Black and Minority Ethnic group will not be able to find a 
compatible match 

Scottish Government Action 
 
The Scottish Government funds the SNBTS which recently announced that it 
was entering into a collaboration with the Anthony Nolan Trust to improve 
recruitment of potential bone marrow donors2. 
 
The SNBTS is also currently developing a Scottish National Cord Blood Bank 
in Glasgow.  The plan is to provide a bank of 3,000 cord blood samples from 
volunteer mothers in Scotland.  Collections will be made from one maternity 
hospital chosen to have the widest range of possible tissue types.  The 
Scottish National Cord Bank will enter its donations into the BBMR so they 
can be searched and used by patients worldwide.  It is anticipated that 
SNBTS will have an established bank with SNBTS staff collecting and 
processing the donations by the end of this financial year. 
 
Scottish Parliament Action 
 
The Scottish Parliament has not specifically addressed this issue. 
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SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 

                                                 
1 Personal communication with the Anthony Nolan Trust, 24th October 2008 
2 Scottish National Blood Transfusion Service, Scottish National Blood Transfusion Service 
announces collaboration with the Anthony Nolan Trust, Press statement, 29th August 2008 
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